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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR
We bring to you Impressions 2020-21. This year was disparate for
several reasons. As the world was consumed with battling the
pandemic, the education sector was thrust into the virtual learning
space with a force that was unstoppable. We were nimble in our
response. We equipped teachers, handheld students, strengthened
tech infrastructure and transformed activities and events to suit the
virtual world. What seemed like an insurmountable task then turned
out to be numerous opportunities for us to innovate, bond and grow
stronger as a community.
With this seventh issue of Impressions, we bring snapshots of the
events, activities and programmes that our students and teachers
engaged in throughout the year. While it is not humanly possible to
capture every activity or event, we have attempted to offer the reader
a glimpse of the energy that our staff and students have exhibited
through this difficult year.
When we look into the rear-view mirror today, we believe we have
emerged stronger from the storm, which will hold us in good stead
for what’s ahead. This magazine espouses the very spirit that every
member of the NPSI community from staff to students and parents
has demonstrated this year.
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Preparing 21st Century Students
for a Global Community
Our children are living in an uncertain world today. They have to deal with not
just changes brought by disruptive technology but they are also forced to cope with
unique challenges such as national lock downs. It is increasingly becoming evident
that children today need to be equipped with skills that can help them to deal with
change. To my mind, the key 21st century skills that children need to survive and
thrive in the world today, are emotional intelligence and the ability to adapt and
handle change. Kids will need the qualities of resilience and problem-solving the
most in the future. It is and will be the age of the “resilient” child in the coming
years.
One of the ways of nurturing these skills is to foster an education that encourages
the four Cs - Critical Thinking, Communication, Collaboration and Creativity in
school and outside. We should not be just teaching a child how to solve equations
or write an essay but weave in 21st century skills into traditional academics to build
grit.
Firstly, by teaching Critical Thinking, we are enabling children to develop and hone
skills such as higher levels of concentration, deeper analytical abilities and improved
thought processing. Today’s citizens must be active critical thinkers and problem
solvers if they have to evaluate and make sensible and quick decisions to create
solutions for global issues facing the world today. In short, it has become critical
that they learn to process information in an intelligent and composed manner.
The second C – Communication - is equally important. It is essential for children to
be effective listeners, communicators and excel in interpersonal skills especially in
a service economy. Moreover, with the rise of globalisation and technology-driven
businesses, collaboration and creative skills are in high demand as. Therefore, we
have to create an environment in which teamwork is encouraged and children learn
empathy and adjustment at an early age.
As for the last C – we know that innovation is the key to growth and success today.
Businesses need to constantly innovate to be successful; employees who can problemsolve, display creativity, work collaboratively and be emotionally intelligent are
highly sought after.
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To be able to impart these skills to our students, it becomes important ‘how’
we teach rather than ‘what’ we teach. It is no longer just about transmission of
information; teachers need to extend learning beyond classrooms. Teachers need to
connect knowledge in text-books to life outside the school and enrich the curriculum
with insights. We should have classrooms in which children question, debate and
participate in activity-led proactive learning
The new-age teacher has to be in sync with the demands of the world that children
have to engage with today. Besides up skilling themselves with latest teaching
technology tools and resources, they have to focus on the holistic development of
the child. Positive outcomes are not just about academic accomplishments but the
emotional well-being of a child’s needs to be carefully nurtured as well. We need to
concentrate on making our children confident, self-assured and resilient.
Parents naturally have to play a significant role in laying this solid foundation for
an emotionally secure child. It is time parents take a step back from pouring all
their energies to improve their children’s academic scores and instead, team up with
teachers to explore ways to strengthen a child’s well being.
Nuclear families lack resources and time to spend time with their children to
nurture a child’s emotional intelligence. They need to pay heed and guide a child
to deal with their frustrations or distress and make them feel better. It requires a
lot of patience and time. I see that children who manage their emotions well and
experience positive feedback from others go on to make positive contributions to
society and are successful in life.
The Indian education system is currently going through a critical phase. Necessary
reforms to ensure equity and quality for all in a knowledge economy are being rolled
out. More children have come into the education system and facilities have increased
but the focus of education should shift to quality. While the draft New Educational
Policy (NEP) has some good recommendations, including restructuring primary
school education, it has not addressed the issue of learning levels of students, teachers
and institutional accountability.
The goal of education should be to empower and prepare children for the workplace
of tomorrow. Besides giving a strong foundation in the basic tenets of Science,
Technology, Engineering and Math (STEM), children need to be taught sociobehavioural skills. These skills are ranked at the same level as technical qualifications
for graduates today. By 2030, India will have the largest working-age population in
the world and we need to prepare our children with both job and life skills to survive
and compete.
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The destiny of India is indeed being shaped in her classrooms. If India wants her
citizens to be effective and help the country become a major global economy, the
glaring gaps in the system need to be fixed. Here, I would like to quote the World
Development Report 2019, On the Changing Nature of Work, which clearly points
out that India needs to focus more strongly on the quality of education it offers to its
greatest asset - its citizens.
In the 2020 Union Budget, the government has set aside Rs. 99,300 crores for the
education sector, aiming to improve accountability and learning outcomes with
reforms. India’s decision to participate in the PISA (Program for International
Student Assessment) comparative study on Reading, Math and Science abilities of
children at International levels in 2021 and 2024 is also being seen as a major step
forward. The last time we participated in PISA in 2009-10, we however, were ranked
73 out of 74 countries.
Meanwhile, private schools in India continue to contribute to India’s growth in
a significant way. Their alumni are being seen in the higher echelons of most
professions, particularly in the Civil Services, Software and Business.
I would like to conclude my message by affirming my faith in imparting values
to students. Learning and skills have to be backed up by basic values; otherwise
everything we do will fall by the wayside. We have to ensure that children are instilled
with values such as honesty, integrity and respect. Above all, discipline comes first;
we should instil discipline at a young age - nothing is too small for us to correct. It
is the small things that complete you as a person isn’t it?
We continue on our journey steadfastly holding this vision in our heart – to shape
lifelong learners - global citizens, with strong values and integrity, who can adapt to
an increasingly complex and challenging new world.
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Dr. (Mrs.) Santhamma Gopalkrishna
Co-founder & Dean,
NPS Group of Institutions, NAFL & TISB
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Determination and Discipline
The incredible story of Brooklyn Bridge connecting New York and Long Island is
an example of man’s indomitable spirit and determination.
John Roebling was inspired by the idea of building this bridge. However, bridge
building experts throughout the world thought this was an impossible feat.
John Roebling, after much persuasion and discussion, convinced his son Washington
Roebling, an upcoming engineer, that the bridge could be built. They, with
excitement and inspiration, began to build the dream bridge.
The project started well but, a few months underway, a tragic accident at the site
took the life of John Roebling. Washington Roebling was injured and left with a
certain amount of brain damage which resulted in him not being able to walk or talk
or even move. He could only move one finger. Washington was never discouraged
and still had a burning desire to complete the bridge. By moving his one finger he
slowly developed a code of communication with his wife. By using this method of
tapping his only movable finger on his wife’s arm he told the engineers what to do.
For thirteen years Washington used this method to complete the bridge. Today,
the impressive Brooklyn Bridge stands in all its glory as a tribute to the triumph of
one man’s unmitigated spirit and his courage not to be defeated by circumstances.

Jessie Owens wisely said, “we all have dreams. But
in order to make dreams come into reality, it takes an
awful lot of determination, dedication, self-discipline and
effort.”
At the present time, with the Covid pandemic raging,
lack of determination and discipline causes havoc in the
form of infection spreading uncontrollably resulting in
death, loss of jobs, financial crisis, misery and fear of the
unknown.
Determination and discipline have an important role to
play in feeling in control, inherently motivated, intensely
interested in succeeding and in being accomplished.
The Brooklyn Bridge shows us that dreams that seem
impossible can be realised with fortitude, grit and
persistence.
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Dr. (Mrs.) Bindu Hari
Vice Chairperson,
NAFL, TISB & NPS Group of Schools
There can be no better topic for my Yearbook article for 2021 than a dedication to the Staff,
Teachers, Coordinators and Principals who have been the first respondents and front line
Covid warriors in the field of education.
The Covid-19 pandemic shook the world, schools closed on March 24th, 2020 and since
then, India has witnessed the largest movement in history of students studying on online
learning platforms. During these trying and testing times, our schools have worked tirelessly
to support the psychological and learning needs of our students.
Through the pandemic, there were many heart-warming instances that made us proud of
the teaching community. “How are you?” … “ How is your family doing?” … or “Hope
everything is OK?” … were no longer perfunctory exchanges, but actual concern for the
well-being of our students and their families. Teachers would log in before classes began
and stay online after classes ended, just to chat with students who needed an empathetic
ear to listen to their angst and worries. Teachers also stepped in as counsellors, juggling
between conducting classes, finishing household chores, to support students who had one
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or both parents in hospital because of Covid-19.
A beautiful eco-system was born around teachers, students and parents
working together to combat our new normal. Students provided tips and
tricks to teachers who were focused on befriending technology and some
students turned into teachers offering to teach their peers. Parents of
younger children actively participated in the classes to support their child’s
education, despite their work commitments. Early Years teachers worked
with parents to dispel the fear of the coronavirus through the production
of a skit called ‘The Little Brigade’, a wonderful collaborative joint venture
which showcased talent and wove us closer together as a community, albeit
virtually.
Learning collaboratively brought the teaching fraternity together in
unprecedented ways. Teachers went through several training boot camps
and rigorous technical upskilling sessions to deliver child-centric, active
learning lessons online. They experimented with every online tool available
and depending on their subject requirements, used the most effective ones.
Our teachers demonstrated a learning curve that was sharper than ever
before, immersing themselves in technology and blending it into their
pedagogy. As we close in on a year of great challenge, there is a deep sense
of pride and achievement on how we adapted to virtual classrooms.
Celebrations, competitions, assemblies, events, and graduations continued,
and were delivered with the same quality standards. Student contributions,
creative and technical, were higher than we have ever seen. Excitement
levels were fuelled by the ability to invite or participate from anywhere in
the world.
When the pandemic struck, schools rapidly rolled out contingency plans
and new strategies to deal with the challenges of moving into the virtual
space. Over the summer break in 2020, Teachers conducted an Extended
Learning Program for students who were unable to meet the required
academic standards and reduced student learning gaps. When schools
commenced online, Early Years teachers reduced class sizes to provide
personalised attention and allow for greater student participation.
Planting a tiny seed, watering it, nourishing it, protecting it and watching
it grow… takes a lot of time. Similarly, helping a child learn, is no different.
It requires creativity, time, patience, care and a daily dose of emotional
investment. While technology helps us deliver engaging lessons online, it
is the dedicated time and nurturing care of our teachers that create the best
learning environment.
Warriors who fought the pandemic with the singular focus to teach their
students - our Staff, Teachers and Principals - we salute you!
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Mr. Hari Krishnan
Chief Executive Officer,
NPS Group of Institutions

The year 2020 was an extremely challenging year due to the Pandemic.
Black swan events such as Covid 19 sweeping all over the world, left
most unprepared and uncertain, and in India, schools and colleges
closed in early March 2020.
While grappling with this scenario, it was clear that the learning
milestones for our children needed to be met. Covid 19 and lock downs
accelerated the use of digital technologies in education, and we at NPS,
rose to the challenge. Most teachers, used to chalk and blackboards in
class rooms, had to innovate fast, and learn to cope with technology,
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video conferencing using various platforms, and adapt their teaching
methods using the infrastructure at home, sharing computers with
their spouse and children, together with coping with the demands of
running their busy households.
The early days were difficult and teachers were initially nervous.
However, the training programmes on Teams (repeated at regular
intervals), and the increased collaboration and sharing of best practices
across our schools, helped in ramping up the learning curve. If there is
one positive I would have to choose, it was the sharing of information
amongst colleagues, which hitherto, was not possible because of
geographical distances. The virtual world and technology bridged
that gap, and it was common to have several break out sessions, where
discussions on teaching methods, assessments and problems faced by
teachers, helped in finding the best way forward.
With each passing month, improvements and innovations could be
seen. Our students, born in the digital era, were quick learners and
though missing the physical classroom and interactions with their
fellow classmates, settled into the routine of online classes. Many of our
students have gained expertise in creating content and choreographing
of musical and cultural events, webinars, and collaborating effectively
on various projects.
I take this opportunity to thank everyone (students, parents, teachers
and Principals) for their patience and support in this journey in
uncertain times. I would also like to acknowledge the often unseen
persons involved in the background, for eg., creating email accounts,
attending to service issues, assessing new technologies and teaching
methods, conducting online tests, and making sure all the service
parameters are upheld and improved. Clearly, we in school will live
up to the NPS motto - Reach out, Reach high and Reach beyond.
Wish you and your families all the very best.
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Mrs. Lalitha Das
Administrator,
NPS International, Chennai
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Learning is not a process limited to schools nor does it end with the conclusion of
one’s schooling. It is a life long process and we at NPS International, have oriented
ourselves to continuous improvement and adaptations of various methods suiting the
dynamics of the changing world in order to achieve common goals and objectives.
Our collaborative learning methodology ensures that our students learn to be proactive
rather than reactive. Our students are active participants in the learning process and
are critical thinkers and are encouraged to ask questions and think outside the box.
They are curious and creative learners who succeed through personal initiative and
sustained effort to reach high academic goals. We believe in creating an environment
which ensures that each student is a successful learner. We nurture, educate and
prepare them to make ethical decisions and grow into confident and competent
communicators who are skilful in problem solving and capable of creative thinking.
“We want the education by which character is formed, strength of the mind is
expanded by which one can stand on one’s own feet” - Swami Vivekananda
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Mrs. Sudha Balan
Principal,
NPS International, Chennai
It is rare for a person to know that they are living through
a historical time; a time which will be looked back on for
generations to follow. We can all say that we have been
given exactly this opportunity.
The mark of a strong institution is not just the laurels it
has gained in the past or its grand plans for the future.
It is the institution’s ability to adapt and overcome when
the unexpected comes its way. True resilience comes from
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openness to change. A year ago, in March of 2020, the looming threat of a
pandemic led to a call for schools to shut down. NPSIC swung into action,
as it has in the past and will do so again.
Like a well-oiled machine, every aspect of our system was called upon.
Staff meetings were held, decisions were taken, priorities and compromises
identified. Above all, the school’s duty to ensure that students still received
the same standard of care was clear.
Every teacher and member of staff rallied to the cause. At the cost of
vacations and free time, the trials ahead of us were seen as a summons – a
challenge for each of us to show what we were made of. Brainstorming
sessions, online meetings, and remote planning became part of the new
normal. Once clear cyber safety norms were drawn up and online platforms
organised across every school in the NPS family, the real work began. With
breakneck speed, we saw the creation and refinement of presentations,
videos, audio, online games, tools...
Our events and competitions were swiftly and professionally adapted to fit
within this new remote framework. This year saw our very first Virtual
Sports Day, Art Exhibition, Science Fair, Theatre Production, Graduation
Ceremony – events one would not imagine would be easily experienced
without physical proximity.
The world itself was realising the true potential of virtual connectivity.
If one worked hard enough, there truly could be no boundaries to where
one could reach to find information, wisdom, partnership and mentorship.
Our events saw participants from around the country, nay, from around
the world.
Our students, too, have shown what the new generation is capable of. With
their instinctive affinity to technology, they took like ducks to water to these
new expectations. They uploaded their assemblies, their songs, yogasanas,
talks, and dances. They became specialists in art, craft, cooking, gaming,
and writing, spending the time they now had to develop their passions and
interests. They began their own web channels and web sites, learnt new
languages, and instruments, and bonded with each other virtually when
they could not physically. They have shown us beyond a doubt that our
faith in them is justified. In all of history it is the youth who set the tone
for the future. The fortitude our students have exhibited in the face of
disappointment and isolation is a mark of pride for this institution, for their
families and for themselves.
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CORE TEAM of NPSIC

Left – Right : Ms. Radhika Madhavan, Ms. Indumathi KK,
Ms. Prabha Venkatesh, Ms. Indu Kasthuri,
Ms. Vijayalakshmi Shankar
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Left – Right : Ms. Nalini B,
Ms. Jayalakshmi M, Ms. Ranjani Ayyar

Left – Right : Ms. Swarnalatha Venkatesan,
Ms. Chaitali Avinash, Ms. Mallika Padmavathy,
Ms. Sunandha K
23

ADMINISTRATION

Ms. Aishwarya
Vijayan

Ms. Divya
Lakshmi K

24

Ms. Dhurgarani J

Ms. Juvina Caren
Hannah P

Mr. Prasanna
kumar V

Ms. Ramya
Ramkumar

Ms. Sukanya G

Ms. Deepa
Ramesh

25

EARLY LEARNING

Ms. Chandana
Vasavan

Ms. Brindha
Lakshmivarah
an

a
Ms. Mallik
hy
Padmavat

Ms. Pavithra
Devarajan

Ms. Gayathri R
26

Ms. Priy

Ms. Puja Samp

a Ashok

ath

Ms. Sonal Kan

t

Ms. Indu
Kasthuri

Ms. Vani Rame

sh

Ms. Ind

ulekha K

K

Ms. Kanimozhi K

Ms. Valli Devi
Gurusamy
Ms. Sunandha

K
27

PRIMARY SCHOOL

Ms. Arthi
Muralidharan

ol
Ms. Binum

Aji

a
Ms. Aparn
n
Janardana

t

Ms. Bridge
Pretty

Ms. Christina
Charles

Ms. Chaitali
Avinash

Ms. Hermelind
a
Keithlynn
ma

28

har
Ms. Jyoti S

hya

vid
Ms. CS Sri

Ms. Kalpana
Mohapatro Ramesh

Ms. P
ou
Choud lami
hury

Ms. Radhika
am
Mohanasundar

Ms. Sneha
Sadasivan

Ms. Meena
Mohan

Ms. Prianka
Venkataramanan

Ms. Rukhia
Vijayakumar

njan

Ra
Ms. Milan

ka
Ms. Radhi
Madhavan

Ms. Saradha
Devi K J

Ms. Swarnalatha
Venkatesan
29

MIDDLE SCHOOL

Ms. Anku Sher
rin
Baby

Ms. Asha
Nair

Ms. Aparna
Sundaram
30

Ms. Anuradha
Nigam

Ms. Geetha
Variar

Ms. Iswarya
Prakasam

Ms. Mullai
Easwaran

Ms. Santosh S

Ms. Caronline
Kirupa Shiny S

Ms. Vijayalakshmi
Shankar

Ms. Sumaharini
Nalam

Ms. Uma
Sethuraman
Ms. Sreedevi K

Ms. Vilasini
Jeyevijeyan
31

SENIOR SCHOOL

Ms. Aradhna Wahi
Ms. Aishwarya R
Ms. Aparna
Sundaram

Ms. Nalini

B

Ms. Indumathi K K

Ms. Sangeetha
32

MS

Ms. Meenakshi L

Ms. Karpagam

K

Ms. Jayala

kshmi M

Ms. Prabha
Venkatesh

Ms. Suk

anya K

Ms. Ranjani Ayyar

Ms. Jeba Joselin E

Ms. Tharunya
Balan

Ms. Priya R L

Ms. Saraswathy
Balaraman

33

CO-SCHOLASTIC

n

Ms. Menaga A

Mr. Kadirvel
Palanisamy

Ms. Vimala C
34

Mr. Shanu J

Mr. Jayagoutham
SJ

Mr. Rajendra
Prasad J

Mr. Kamalakanna
B

Ms. Tharunya
Balan

Ms. Sunumol
Rajappa

LANGUAGE

Ms. Aparna
Ramsundar

Ms. Indira V

Ms. Amrita
Mehta

Mr. Suresh
Kumar U

Ms. Saranya S

Ms. Nittilavall

Ms. Vijay Laxmi
Sahu

iL

Ms. Sumathi S
35

OUR SUPPORT STAFF

A. Ambika

G. Vijaya

L. Parvathy

V. Rashitha
Banu

K. Nithya
36

Chandra Prasad
Gorathoki

P. Nagarajan
P.B. Sagayara

j

R. Arulmoorthy

37

Durga painted by Ananya Ramesh, 7A
38

A LOOK AT
THE YEAR
GONE BY

39

Big changes for the little ones
Mallika Padmavathy, Early Learning Coordinator

“Life begins at the end of your comfort zone”
Adjusting to the new norm was a big leap for the children and teachers
in Early Years.
New Norm:
Online connect was a new transition for our young ones. A detailed
plan was created to support them to transition smoothly into this
new phase of e-learning. Several documents like Virtual Learning
Session plan, Routine building documents, preparing a child’s
environment suitable for learning, parent orientation, parenting tips
and enrichment activities were shared to help parents understand
and prepare for the online connect.
Intensive training was imparted to all teachers on capsule video
creation and sharing, conducting live group sessions, creation of
Teams, managing the Teams and uploading of files.
We had to consider several technical aspects such as unavailability of
multiple devices, internet bandwidth etc. Intense brainstorming was
done with regard to these.
What worked:
Small group: Our online connect consisted of five students in a
group. Groups were created based on feedback from class teachers of
previous year and from parents obtained through MS Forms.
Benefits included increased scope for interaction with students,
less distraction and effective learning time and increase in Faculty
efficiency in delivery.
Teaching Learning Transaction: Clear and structured lesson plans
leading to clarity in delivery of lessons. Inclusion of Augmented
Reality, reading support, sensory activities, Social & Emotional skill
building activities. These worked well.
Parent Partnering: Parent Orientation conducted in June was
addressed by the Principal who shared the vision for online connect.
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This set a positive stage for effective partnering with parents.
Scaffolding: Some of our students required extra help and support. Separate
individualised programme was designed with one teacher dedicated to each
child. Children showed remarkable progress in sitting tolerance and connecting
with teachers. Support programme was initiated in July and many students
benefited and transitioned into their regular group.
Post Session Activity: The post session activity time was created to strengthen
their core skills, reinforce learning and refinement of senses—visual, auditory,
tactile, olfactory and taste. Various post session activities are chalked out in
the weekly planner. Along with these, fun fitness videos and art & craft videos
were created by our faculty on a weekly basis and shared with parents. Children
enthusiastically engaged with the content and shared their creations with
teachers during their live session.
Challenges: While parents battled with apprehension and technical issues
initially, for teachers it was about adopting and accepting the new norm,
balancing personal and professional time among others. For students, building
sitting tolerance and connecting with the teacher through the virtual medium
were some challenges.
Addressing Students’ Need for Socialisation: Events, celebrations and special
fun time were taken virtual to address the students’ need for socialisation. Small
group chit chat sessions helped children to know each other. Show and tell,
singing time, rhyme time helped children share, listen to each other and bond.
Dress up events and celebrations helped them to relate with the festivities,
rituals and our culture.
Virtual Learning is no way a replacement for classroom learning. It definitely
enhanced the learning process and filled in the gap. A collective effort by
teachers, students and parents ensured that our students’ education witnessed
minimum impact through the pandemic.
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Transition to Online for younger years
Ms Radhika Madhavan, Primary Years Coordinator

“Beware the ides of March!!” a soothsayer warned Julius Caesar. And here we
were amid a pandemic caught unawares in the middle of March. Everything
came to a sudden halt; taking us by shock.
We brainstormed on our next course of action under the leadership of our
Principal. The immediate requirement was to send communication to parents
regarding the cancellation of exams and promotion messages to students.
Now that done, what next?? Children were all at home, not knowing what to
do!!
We decided to send them activities to keep them engaged. The teachers sourced
highly captivating art tutorials, songs to learn, e-books and audio stories and
these were sent to students.
These were just not enough!!
Children were missing their school,their friends and teachers.
To tackle this, came a brilliant idea from our Principal - creating songs on
Smule and sending it as a surprise to our children. What followed was a series
of Google duo video conference calls to decide the songs and fun practice
sessions. Meeting each other online after a long time brought in bonhomie
and cheer. We sent our children small videos of their teachers singing songs
from Ganamrutham so they could hum along too. The thank you messages we
received from parents and students made our day.
Then came the announcement from Bangalore that we would begin online
school. Backed by training from the Bangalore IT Support Team, we began our
online journey.
Now came the humongous task of getting equipped for the Online sessions.
The Principal briefed us on the module content. Teachers were asked to create
content for specific subjects. We had run-throughs within our teams first.
Teachers gave each other valuable feedback. We worked as a team, playing to
our strengths and holding each other’s hands. Tech savvy teachers pitched in
with their guidance, subject experts curated content and we were flooded with
ideas. One little ‘Eureka’ moment would be shared immediately in the group
and teachers would be quick to try something new. It was an enriching learning
experience for all of us.
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The pandemic brought us closer. Though miles away, we learnt a lot. As our modules were
approved, we felt a sense of accomplishment and preparedness to welcome our children into
this new journey.
The D Day arrived. Our first Online session. Scheduling the meeting on the previous day,
checking if everything was ready, wishing each other good luck, that was an eve no teacher
would forget. Video wishes from the Board of Governors and our own Principal served as an
energy booster for all of us. The WhatsApp group was active until late into the night, wishing
all the first-period teachers, last-minute checks, etc. The first period got over, and WE DID IT.
The first month passed with immense learning, we fine-tuned our sessions based on the
feedback received and from the second month onwards, there was no looking back. We had
our first assessment in July from grade 4, students and teachers were both ready.
Meanwhile, the Training team at Bangalore conducted sessions on making the online classes
more interactive. The Mentis, the Jamboards, the break-out rooms, the Padlets, all these helped
us enhance the overall experience of our learners.
We did not miss any of our offline events; we conducted all of them, albeit virtually. From Vana
Mahotsava to Independence Day, from Akriti to Art Infinity, they were all conducted digitally.
We had virtual field trips to places across the globe and we had students taking us on a tour of
their farmlands and houses; we had students discussing their favourite books and participating
in a panel discussion with author Sudha Murthy.
Competitions and assemblies, every event in its entirety found its place in the online session,
and children participated with great enthusiasm.
As Socrates rightly said, “ The secret of change is to focus all of your energy, not on fighting the
old, but on building the new,” we at NPS believed that we have to focus all our energy to build
on the new and we triumphed.
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Catapulted into a new learning ground
MS Vijayalakshmi Shankar, Middle Years Coordinator

“If you want to teach people a new way of thinking, don’t bother
trying to teach them. Instead give them a tool, the use of which will
lead to new ways of thinking.”
The past year was a roller coaster ride with the sudden onset of
pandemic. We missed the physical classroom and our students but
quickly realised that resilience to change is the need of the hour. We
left no stone unturned to change this adversity to opportunity and
soon got accustomed to looking at our students in the grid on the
screen.
As we faced the challenge and embraced the change, there was a
gradual shift in mindset towards the online journey. Faculty at NPSIC
did find ways of delivering the concepts effectively through the use of
technology.
Plethora of events and a broad spectrum of activities have all been
conducted successfully on the digital platform. At one point of time,
it would have been unimaginable to conduct such sessions without
the physical presence of both faculty and students.
NPSIC takes pride in marching forward towards creating new
milestones in the technology arena. We continue to forge forward,
making the transition a pleasant, joyful and at the same time a very
safe one.
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Am I audible?
Ms Prabha Venkatesh, Academic Coordinator

Even though a near quarter of 2021 has passed, it appears as though
the key features of 2020 never ended. 2020 was a very special year, one
where the learning community, both teachers and students, faced a
variety of challenges in adapting to the norms of the wholly different
online medium of education. Initially, everyone had inhibitions
about moving to the online front due to various reasons such as
lack of familiarity with technological substitutes for interpersonal
communication.
The manner in which we entered the online mode of instruction is
rather similar to how people learn to swim. Some are naturals and
are able to move through the water just as easily as they walk on land,
while others take their time to learn, initially they flail about in the
water but finally they are able to move through it with ease. Similarly,
everyone in our school who entered the online medium of education
eventually adapted to it, though each took their own time to do so.
After we entered this new medium, our entire vernacular changed.
The previously unheard phrases such as “am I audible”, “is my screen
visible”, “sir my bandwidth is not sufficient”, “ma’am, my network
won’t take the load”, etc became part of our daily use. The days of
“children, please be quiet” were gone and the days of “children, please
unmute your mics” began. Teachers stopped telling students “don’t
use your system too much at home” and started telling the opposite :
“please open teams on your system and join the class”.
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Despite all the small issues and minor inconveniences, it is with pride that
we can remark how the learning community has risen up to the challenge of
adapting to a pandemic world. The students were brave and ready to face any
challenge that came over the past year. The school did not miss out on a single
event, be it Akriti, Investiture Ceremony or even competitive events like MUN
and Sports Day. The school managed to conduct more guest lectures during
the past year since the online medium allowed us to connect with anyone in the
world regardless of physical distance.
We can cite many issues regarding the online medium of instruction, however
we must note that if the internet did not exist, the entire education world
would have come to a standstill. We must hence be grateful that we live in
an era where technology allows us to meet the challenges of the times with
relative ease.
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Venice painted by Ananya Ramesh, 7A
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EARLY
YEARS
MONTESSORI
KINDERGARTEN
EVENTS
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The exhilarating journey of a child’s education begins in Early Learning. It was
a different journey and Early childhood education was redesigned to provide
student and teachers with opportunities to learn and teach online.
Short sessions began with songs, rhymes, core learning activities with fun games and
exercises. The post session activity time was created to strengthen their core skills, reinforce
learning and refinement of senses—visual, auditory, tactile, olfactory and taste.
Audio clippings of music were shared to enhance listening skills and to help appreciate the
rhythmic tunes. Art and craft videos on colouring technique, thumb printing, palm printing
was developed to improve their focus. Exercises loaded with fun movements inspired by
animals and birds saw high engagement. They enthusiastically joined the fitness expert to
perform the elephant walk and jumped with enthusiasm to mimic the action of a flying bird.
A range of activities were planned and implemented during the face-to-face sessions to make
the session sensory-based and lively during August. Some of the activities were salt pattern
tracing, atta dough moulding, paper tearing, hand transfer of grains and peeling banana.
August saw the launch of celebrations and events in Early Learning. Our little ones dressed
up as one of the characters from the tales of Krishna. A day ahead of Independence Day,
entire Early Learning soaked themselves in art, colours and creativity. Students enjoyed the
Rhyme time session in August singing the rhymes with action, they have learnt over the
various sessions shared by their teachers.
September began with the celebration of Coconut Day. They enjoyed the basic five senses
activity by exploring the colour of the coconut, its smell, texture and taste. Grandparents
Day had some mesmerising moments. Children enthusiastically narrated various stories
during the Story Time event. The month also witnessed celebration of World Tourism Day
wherein our little ones recognised and celebrated global oneness through a dress up event.
World Food Day was celebrated with great enthusiasm in October. They mixed the
ingredients to create unique dishes and enjoyed tasting it with their family. Early Learning
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had a splendorous and colourful Golu celebration for Navratri. Colourful and splendid
dolls were created and decorated by the young ones through a live session. World
Music Day was celebrated with the seniors in Early Learning. They enjoyed singing
and also appreciated their peers with applause.
The month of November began with Early Learning rejoicing their love for their
favourite characters from a story/rhyme. Children dressed up and transformed into
their favourite characters. Diwali celebration was lively when the children came
dressed in bright, colourful and comfortable traditional attire sparkling with smile
and laughter to celebrate the festival of light. Children enthusiastically decorated the
Diya. Teachers made the Children’s day special with puppet storytelling, magic show
and rhyme time sessions.
Christmas celebration was a great hit in December with songs, stories and activities.
Teachers came in with Santa caps and virtual Santa Claus distributing gifts and sweets.
January saw Pongal celebration. Students came dressed in traditional finery. Children
enthusiastically created Pongal greeting cards to be shared with their near and dear
ones. We had the Show and Tell event with ‘My family’ as the theme. Students brought
in photos, drawings and albums in February.

We would like to take a look back at the wonderful journey of growth,
development and learning. The year was packed with lively learning, fun
activities, joyous celebrations and events. As always, we have innumerable
moments to cherish.
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JANMASHtAMI
Our little ones dressed up as one of the characters from the tales of Krishna. It
was delightful to see little Krishna, Radha, Yashoda and Balaram posing with
their innocent smiles. We were ecstatic to witness their creativity. From old
dhoties used to stitch their costume to attractive props and accessories like paper
jewellery, they really pushed the bar. It was wonderful to see cheerful poses and
radiant smiles of our young ones
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Independence Day
A day ahead of Independence Day, entire Early Learning soaked themselves
in art, colours and creativity. They enjoyed colouring the National
Flag. Children attended the session dressed in shades of flag colour and
comfortable attire. Teachers enthusiastically brought in real lotus and
mango, a video of a peacock and a life-like tiger seated next to them using
Augmented Reality. There was a special message from the Principal wishing
the students with the tricolour flag to be hoisted the next day; explaining
the colours and the national symbols.
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Ganesh Chaturthi
Our young ones have done us proud by moulding
and displaying their handmade Ganeshas for
Ganesh Chaturthi.
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Rhyme time
Students enjoyed the Rhyme time session in
August singing the rhymes with action, they have
learnt over the various sessions shared by their
teachers. Each student got an opportunity to
tell a rhyme with their teacher and peers online.
They enjoyed singing and also appreciated their
peers by clapping for them.
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Coconut Day

September began with the celebration of Coconut Day.
They enjoyed the basic five senses activity by exploring the
colour of the coconut, its smell, texture and taste. It formed
the perfect example of how easy activities are wonderful
teaching opportunities. Teachers discussed five senses, used
a variety of descriptive words, and engaged in higher level
thinking. All while having fun and trying out a different
kind of snack! The children unleashed their creativity by
painting the coconut shells with patterns of flowers, dot
painting and lady bug.
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Grandparents Day
Following on the heels of Coconut Day celebration was World
Grandparents Day. Children proudly introduced their grandparents
to their friends and teacher. Grandparents shared some mesmerising
moments and relived their childhood with the grandchildren. Some
narrated stories, while some shared their traditional recipe and a
few who could not be physically present for the live session sent in
their recordings which was shared with the group. The success of
the event was evident through the joyful smiles and teary eyes of
the grandparents as they were overwhelmed to be a part of the live
session and shared memorable moments.
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STORY TIME
Oral storytelling itself is a great way to improve children’s oral fluency and help
them understand concepts that underpin literacy and literature. Concepts like
sequencing, story structure, and the features inherent in different genres are all
brought out during storytelling sessions. Early Learning celebrated Story Time
event with children narrating their favourite stories. Children enthusiastically
narrated various stories using hand puppets, dolls, puppet theatre and some
prepared questions for a quick quiz time based on the story narrated by them.
Each student got an opportunity to narrate a story with their teacher and peers
online. They enjoyed singing and also appreciated their peers by clapping for
them. Children were thrilled to receive their personalised certificates for the Story
Time event.
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WORLD TOURISM DAY
The month also witnessed Early Learning celebrating World Tourism Day. Our
little ones recognised and celebrated global oneness through a dress up event.
Parents shared pictures of children donning creative costumes with apparel and
material available at home to represent countries right from India and China to
UAE, USA, Egypt and New Zealand. At a time when internationalism and oneness
is coming to be recognised in a large way across the globe, our youngest students
at NPSI came forth with immense enthusiasm and energy.
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Gandhi Jayanti
The month began with Gandhi Jayanti Celebrations. Children
participated with zeal and enthusiasm. They were curious to see the
picture of Gandhi, various places of interest and explore ‘Gandhi
around us.’ They enjoyed listening to the special puppet narration
of Gandhiji’s three monkeys. Highlight of the programme was a
short video story of Swachh Bharat. Children related to it well by
taking an oath to refrain from littering in public places. Newspaper
art allowed them to explore their creativity.
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World Food Day
World Food Day was celebrated with great enthusiasm. Children saw
various kinds of food made across our country. Process of growing
the crops and how it reaches the plates was shown through various
pictures. Children were eagerly awaiting the cookery session with
bowls and ingredients. They enthusiastically mixed the ingredients
and enjoyed tasting it with their family. Bees play a major role in
growing of crops. They had a fun filled vegetable printing session
and were excited to create bees of various sizes using potato slices.
It was a complete sensorial feast!!
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Navrathri
Early Learning had a splendorous and colourful Golu celebration
for Navrathri. Children came dressed in comfortable traditional attire
for the online session. They explored the various aspects of Golu
celebration and learnt it ‘step by step’. They were ready with their
materials to make their own dolls for Golu celebration. Colourful
and splendid dolls were created and decorated by the young ones
through a live session.

DIWALI CELEBRATIONS
The Early Learning session was lively with the Diwali celebration.
Teachers decorated their white boards and displayed colourful
Diwali messages as wall paper to welcome the students. The children
came dressed in bright, colourful and comfortable traditional attire
sparkling with smile and laughter to celebrate the festival of light.
They enjoyed the story session and were excited to listen to the
stories behind the celebration of Diwali. Children enthusiastically
decorated the Diya and were happy with their sparkling and
colourful Diyas they had painstakingly created.
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WORLD MUSIC DAY
World Music Day was celebrated with
the seniors in Early Learning during
the chit chat session. Each student got
an opportunity to sing a song of their
choice with their teacher and peers
online. They enjoyed singing and also
appreciated their peers with applause.
Specially designed E-Certificates were
distributed in appreciation of their
wonderful performance.
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DRESS UP: FAVOURITE CHARACTER
The month of November began with Early Learning rejoicing their love for their
favourite characters from a story/rhyme. The youngest members of the school
dressed up as a character from their favourite stories/ rhymes. The children
dressed up and transformed into their favourite characters. There was a wide
variety ranging from Cinderella, Pinocchio, Aladdin, Red Riding Hood, Humpty
Dumpty to Hungry Caterpillar. The colourful costumes and creative props added
to the beauty.
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Children’s Day
Children’s Day is celebrated across India and World Children’s Day is celebrated
across the world to increase awareness of the rights, care and education of children.
Teachers made the day special with puppet storytelling, magic show and rhyme
time sessions. Children were thrilled and excitement prevailed as their teachers
came up to entertain them. Children participated with zeal and enthusiasm.
They enjoyed listening to the special puppet narration of their favourite stories.
Highlight of the programme was the Magic show wherein children were curious
to see and explore how the teachers pulled off each of the magic trick.
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SHOW AND TELL: ARTWORK
Show and Tell sets the stage for children to become comfortable when speaking
in public. When presenting during show and tell, students talk about a variety of
topics, organise their thoughts and convey main ideas. Students enjoyed the Show
and Tell time session by showing their art work and speaking about it to their
peers and teachers. They enjoyed sharing their art work and also appreciated their
peers by clapping for them. Children were thrilled to receive their personalised
certificates for the Show and Tell event.
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SHOW AND TELL: FAVOURITE TOY
Students brought in different toys. They were given 30 to 60 seconds to speak
one after the other. The other students listened and appreciated. Children spoke
with confidence and eagerness. Suitable questions were posed so that they could
further talk about their favourite toy. We had varying toys right from remote
control truck, kitchen utensils, stuffed toys to puppets.
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CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS
Christmas celebration was a great hit. There were songs, stories and activities.
Teachers came in with Santa caps and virtual Santa Claus distributing gifts and
sweets. Teachers and students were dressed in Christmas tri colours of green,
white and red. Students were glued and happy to learn about Santa Claus and
Christmas celebration. They laughed when there was humorous statement made
and responded beautifully. It was followed by a craft activity, building a snowman.
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PONGAL
Pongal is the Tamil Harvest Festival and is celebrated with great joy. Students
came dressed in traditional finery. Backdrop wallpapers of colourful rangoli,
decorated pots and sugarcanes set the mood for celebration. The spirit of Pongal
was captured by sharing videos of making Pongal outdoors in the traditional
earthen pot, singing songs and understanding the significance of the celebration.
When the pot bubbled over, they heard the chorus together “Pongalo Pongal”.
Children enthusiastically created Pongal greeting cards to be shared with their
near and dear ones.
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republic day
The Republic day was celebrated with great zeal and enthusiasm. Children and
Teachers came dressed in Tricoloured dress. Teachers highlighted the significance
of the celebration with videos of March-Past, Parade and Vande Mataram song.
Children were eager to create their tricolour badge.
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show and tell: my family
We had the Show and Tell event with ‘My family’ as the theme. Students brought
in photos, drawings and albums. They were given 30 to 60 seconds to speak one
after the other. The other students listened and appreciated. They enjoyed talking
about their family members, memorable trips and their favourite pet. Suitable
questions were posed so that they could further talk about
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Falling waters painted by R.Shivani, 6D
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EVENTS
2020-2021
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12.6.2020

Founders Day
The first virtual event of the year,
Founder’s Day was historic of sorts. We
collaborated with a number of teachers
to create a video that held our collective
memories from the past 6 years. The
video paid tribute to the founder,
Dr K.P. Gopalkrishna and all the pillars
of the NPS group. We took everyone
through the memory lane with a quiz that
tested their knowledge of the school and
its history with an array of photos. The
video was received very well by students
and teachers alike and we received several
emails of praise.
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2020

International Yoga Day
International Yoga Day was a week-long
affair. We announced a challenge for
students from 14 July to 21 July. High
quality videos of our inhouse faculty
performing surya namaskar were shared
through our e-magazine with details on
the breathing techniques, the mantras
to be chanted and the benefits. Students
were required to practice 1 surya namaskar
everyday while continuously increasing
by 1 on a daily basis. The challenge
culminated on 21 July 2020 with students
practising 7 surya namaskar together. We
received over 600 photos across grades,
starting right from our youngest in Early
Learning upto Grade 10. Select photos
were displayed in the e-magazine . We
received an overwhelming response to the
International Yoga Day celebrations.
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2020

Music Day
World Music Day saw a group of 8 teachers
collaborating to create a music video to
spread a message of peace and tolerance.
Each teacher recorded the audio and
instrument which was then mixed by an
audio engineer. The video was created in
house and shared on this occasion.

1-7 ∙ 7 ∙ 2020

Vanamahotsav
The festival of forests, Vanamahotsav
witnessed our students nurture their
own microgreens across July 1 – 7th. Our
Principal kicked off the challenge like a
true leader by sowing various seeds and
nurturing the plants in her garden. From
mango to ginger, turmeric, methi, chana,
onions and more, our students right from
Early Years to senior grades took it upon
themselves to do their bit to live green.
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27 ∙ 7 ∙ 2020

Dr APJ Kalam’s
Remembrance
Of many leaders that have graced
the Indian Republic, perhaps
the most memorable remains
Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam. The man
who emphasized on progress and
development through education;
“Education is the most powerful
weapon which you can choose to
change the world.” On the eve of
Dr. APJ Abdul Kalam’s birthday,
students of NPSI Chennai, paid
tribute to the legendary President
who touched many a heart
with his humility and drive for
betterment. Students from grade
6 – 8 expressed various ways in
which Dr. Kalam and his lessons had
helped them shape their perspectives.
Students created a slide each on ‘Life
Lessons from Dr. Kalam’ that acts
as a driving force to their aspirations
and goals.
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7.8.2020

Investiture Ceremony
We launched the School Leaders Election 2020-21 this year. Our 9-12 students voted
for their student leaders. All the candidates prepared engaging campaign videos to
woo their voters. A lively debate ensued where the candidates spoke of ideas they
would like to introduce and their efforts to support juniors. Online voting took place
and students selected their own leaders. The results were announced in a virtual
event which was graced by NPSI alumnus and former school prefect, Shibu Jeyant.

Student Leaders
Prefect

Vice-Prefect

Tara Awasthi

Aditya H Iyer

House Captains
Vice-Captains
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Sanjay S

A.Sundar
Karthikeyan

challengers

explorers

T.Sharvessh

Kairav Gandhi

Sports Captain Vice-Captain

Rakshan P

Vishnuthii
Meyyeppan

pioneers

N.M.Madhumita

Reshmii Sivanandam

R.M.Lakshidha

voyagers

Pranaiya B.A.

Club Leaders
Science & Evironmental

Cyber

President

Ragesh Shyam

President

Secretary

Mukundan K
Gurumurthy

Yaahav M

President

Secretary

Pranav Krishna

Niranjan B

Cultural

Literary

President

Secretary

Harini Manikumar

Sruthi S

Secretary

S.P.Akshiya

Quiz

President

Sumeet Pai

Secretary

Vadlamani Akhilesh

Magazine
Editors

Name

Grade

Abhimanyu Pant

9A

Shrabasti Chakraborty

9B

Suchita Suraj

9A

R. Aswin Adithiyha

9B

Kevin Joseph. C

9B

Isha B Tekade

9B

Asmita.A

9B

Meera Prasanna

9A

Mukti Shree Jain

9A

Sesham Manya

9A
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15.8.2020

Independence Day
Independence Day marked our first live
event of the year. With an art competition
on 14.8.2020, we were soaked in the spirit
of patriotism as the Principal hoisted
the tricolour and addressed an audience
of close to 1000 people on 15.8.2020.
Passionate speeches in Hindi, Tamil and
English were presented by students and
faculty and the music video was unveiled.
The entire celebration stirred our hearts
as we echoed together, “Jai Hind!”
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2020

Rediscover India
The Rediscover India event gave a larger picture encompassing unexplored
corners of Indian heritage and culture. The objective of this activity was to
uplift one’s knowledge about the country’s rich heritage, some of which have
faded or lost its essence due to the fast-paced technological development and
urbanism.
Students of grade 6-8 worked in pairs and triads to research on various topics
and create virtually interactive presentations on lost rivers, changing face
of Indian geography and the inherent plethora of culture and heritage that
remains in a backdrop, away from spotlight. The presentations included
animations and creative elements that hooked the viewers till the end of the
session. This event helped the presenters as well as the audience understand
the ability of a nation to thrive based on millennium old practices and legacies
that have set in stone the potential of the country. With western influences
increasingly taking over, the need to revisit our roots and comprehend our
heritage becomes a necessity to restore the glory of erstwhile India

87

20.8.2020

Madras Day
We celebrated our city, Chennai with two
special programmes for Madras Day. Ms
Shalini Ravikumar, conservation architect
engaged in a fireside chat with our
senior students on heritage, sustainable
conservation and the likes. Dr Mrs Chitra
Srikanth and Mr RSR Srikanth presented
a tailor-made concert with Tamil Nadu
based songs including thalattu, carnatic
and folk songs in a scintillating evening.

5.9.2020

Teachers Day
We received warm and
heartfelt wishes from our
students on the occasion of
Teachers’ Day. Carefully
designed videos with
wishes came in from our
senior grade students.
Grade 12 adopted a unique approach, each one sharing their personal wishes in one curated
video that was truly touching. A live session was conducted by students of Grade 11 for all
the teachers. From a dance to a quiz, Dubsmash and other fun events, they really outdid
themselves. In many classes, we had students switching their cameras on and holding
up banners and cards for their teachers. The overwhelming love teachers received from
parents and students made the day for them!
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12-13.11.2020

MUN
This year the school achieved yet another milestone with our first
intra-school MUN (Model United Nations) on 12 November, 2020,
conducted online. The completely student-run event was organised
to foster diplomacy, global awareness amongst other skills.
Following the UN pattern, the students participated as the delegates,
representing an assigned country, for the following CommitteesUNW (The United Nations Entity for Gender Equality and the
Empowerment of Women), UNHRC (United Nations Human Rights
Council) and UNDP (United Nations Development Programme).
The following agendas were discussed and debated in the committeesUNW (Discussing sanitation levels and hygiene practices across
developing countries for women); UNHRC (Xenophobia); UNDP
(Discussing the means by which countries can achieve Sustainable
Development Goals by 2030). The students were engrossed in
research and analysing, structured debating over international issues,
drafting resolutions to combat issues, networking and socializing.
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13.11.2020

Children’s Day
Always a grand affair at NPSI, this year, Children’s Day witnessed an outburst
of creativity with a range of shows from fun games and hilarious skits to
engaging performances. The celebrations began with warm wishes from the
Principal to the children. From a medley of songs to comic acts, art and music
performances and much more, the laughter and applause from the students
said it all. It gave the teachers immense pleasure to see their bright faces and
while one cannot replicate the fun of a physical event, we are sure they had an
enjoyable day.
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16-18.12.2020

December Concerts
The December month is synonymous with Margazhi Mahotsavam in
Chennai. The entire city celebrates music, art and culture with concerts
every evening across the city. At NPSI Chennai, we had 3 artists who
graciously came onboard and presented live concerts for all the staff,
students and parents.
On the first day, we had Carnatic musician, Ms Roopa Keshavaraman
who rendered popular krithis in various ragams like Amba Tanaya
and Ananda Nilaya. On the second day, we had Kalakshetra alumni
and former music teacher, Ms Lakshmi Subramanyam who performed
popular bhajans and namavalis in various ragams. Finally, we had NPS
alumni, Ms Tharunya Balan who rendered carefully curated classical
songs across languages and themes. From hymns praising various gods
to call for peace, her concert was melodious and meaningful. Every
evening, these concerts offered all of us a pleasant evening to sit back
and get lost in the magical world of music. The lyrics and tunes gave us
hope for a brighter, healthier 2021.
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19.12.2020

Plunge Within
We played host to close to 200 students from schools across
Bengaluru, Mysore, Chennai and Singapore for Plunge
Within 2020. The day-long inter-school fest witnessed the
students participate across 12 different events that tested their
mathematical accuracy, literary prowess, eye for design and
scientific understanding. Math events involved treasure hunts,
data mining and presentations. Literary events saw them pen
poems on positivity and fortitude, giving popular tales an
interesting twist and fighting for survival with words. While
participants created eye catching posters in Cyber, they built
working models in Science.
The day was exhilarating and rewarding for us as hosts and for
all the students who joined us from across cities and countries.
At a time when students found themselves indoors and with
little recreational activity, Plunge Within 2020 served as an ideal
platform for them to jog their grey cells and have a good time.
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22.12.2020

Chirstmas
We ushered in the spirit of Christmas with a grand virtual celebration. Our
Principal Ms. Sudha Balan gave an inspiring message on this special occasion
and wished everyone. Students of grade 6 - 12 along with some members of staff
organised this joyful event. From melodious carols to explaining the significance
of the festival through the Nativity Play, the students made every effort to spread
Christmas joy. Teachers went a step ahead this year and offered students a peek
into their homes and kitchens as they created pebble art and baked cakes and
cookies. Santa walking through the school corridor and distributing sweets to
our support staff was the highlight of the entire celebration. This visual treat
was live and was enjoyed by our Students, Parents and Staff.
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12.1.2021

Pongal

Pongal represents the oncoming of harvest which
symbolises happiness, prosperity and joy for all. At
NPSI Chennai, our students took the lead with a
grand celebration. A virtual live event was conducted
for the entire school to feature all the fun and joyful
activities that our children indulged in during this

season. From the intricate designs of special Kolam in the school grounds to the
bubbling Pongal cooked by our support staff and our middle school students dancing
to folk tunes in the premises, we brought the school alive. The Principal Ms Sudha
Balan shared a beautiful message on the significance of Pongal.
A Pot painting activity was conducted for the students of primary and middle years
while an engaging audio-video session followed by a craft activity was conducted for
Early Learning.
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23.1.2021

Graduation Day
Graduation Day is filled with feelings of
achievement, nostalgia, reflection and
hope. It is not just the end of the formative
education phase, but the beginning of
a new journey of self-exploration and
specialization.
At NPSI Chennai, Graduation day was
virtually conducted with teachers and
students celebrating years of achievements,
success stories, learning curves and
experiences in their school life. The chief
Guest of the event, Professor Annapurni
Subramaniam, Director, Indian Institute
of Astrophysics, graced the session with
her presence and added value by sharing
her journey and some words of wisdom
for our young graduands.
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27.2.2021

Sports Day
2020-21 has seen several firsts and the Annual Sports
meet held virtually has added another feather to our cap.
The meet began with an invocation song followed by
March Past and the Oath-taking Ceremony by the school
prefects belonging to the four houses – Challengers,
Explorers, Pioneers and Voyagers. Ms. Sudha Balan,
our Principal, addressed the audience and declared
the sports meet open and Mr. Rajendra Prasad, of the
PE Department reiterated the importance of Sports
and Fitness in his Welcome speech, particularly in the
context of the global pandemic and the lockdown.
With little chance of playing games and contact sports,
the unique nature of this year’s meet is highlighted by
the challenges set for the students from grades 6 to 12.
These tasks ranged from push-ups and dot drills to the
lunge and plank hold. Based on the videos of students
performing these tasks, the winners for each of these
categories were decided and honoured with certificates
by the Principal. The cultural programme included
a vibrant fusion dance and yoga demonstration.
Reminiscences of the past sports meets were shared
through photos. The Virtual platform has indeed proved
to be a learning journey not just scholastically but also
brought sports enthusiasts together.
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8.3.2021

Akriti
Akriti, the Science Fair of NPS International, Chennai took students on a
journey of discovery, driven by curiosity.
The series of presentations brought in excitement coupled with enthusiasm.
A range of experiments from science to illusions, Maths to Engineering was
presented with confidence and understanding by our students. Time and effort
had been spent to create models and working experiments. It was evident
that students had researched well on the topics they presented. Topics ranged
from Bubble inside bubble to experiments on Density, Pyramid cubes to
Lava lamp, Optic illusion to Mirrors, Fibonacci series to Pythagoras theorem,
Buoyancy to Aerodynamics, Nephron structure to DNA extraction, to name
a few. Students worked on the concepts to extract data that helped them draw
conclusions.
The truth that Science and Maths remain an integral part of our everyday
life was reinforced through their presentation. Students enjoyed the entire
experience of not only presenting but also posing questions to the presenters.
A volley of questions was answered with clarity and depth.
One can never forget the ripple of joy that ran through the sessions. To keep
the scientific temper alive and their innate curiosity ablaze, this year’s science
fair was a virtual treat.
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10.3.2021

Art Infinity
Art Infinity, an event that fills the corridors of NPS International, Chennai
with rich hue of colours year after year was this time presented virtually.
More than 1000 exhibits were lined up on the virtual corridor. Students’
art display included art work that was done through the year as well as
what they had done during their leisure time at home. Many were true
masterpieces which the eyes could feast for long.
From Portraits to Landscapes, from Scenery to Characters, various
mediums were used such as water colours, pencil sketches and acrylics.
The thousand and more art display, which had been carefully chosen blew
the mind of the visitors to these art galleries. The gallery walk was indeed
a memorable tour for them. Our student-artists were left enthralled, when
they saw their photos displayed with their artworks.
The highlight of the event was the art room which not only had master’s
masterpieces but also the chosen, best pieces of the year. This event
brought in priceless memories which would be remembered for long.
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Painting by Amirtha Vijayarankan, Grade 9
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Make sure you check
out the videos of these
amazing performances!

ONLINE
ASSEMBLIES
GRADES
6-12
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6A

Advertisements
The class assembly of 6A was magnificent. The topic was ‘Advertisements’ to which we responded
actively and energetically. Everyone was curious and intrigued about the virtual event at first. We were
guided step by step by the teachers to make sure the assembly was grand and impressive. We were
enthusiastic and worked together to make a number of remarkable videos. A lot of editing was put in
by ourselves for the assembly. The ads were vibrant, colourful and hilarious. This event was important
because it helped us develop team-work skills. We helped each other and made sure this would be the
best assembly. We loved working together as a team. We created our own company names and ads. We
took inspiration from ads that were regularly displayed on television. The topic gave us insight on how
companies advertise their products and we hope it will give others insight too. As a result of our hard
work and teamwork, our assembly turned out to be stellar and breathtaking.
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6B

books
On 6 March 2021, we the students of grade 6B presented a virtual assembly on the topic “Books”.
Research has shown that reading books is good for your physical and mental health. It is an easy way
to look after your mind and body. Assembly started with a great introduction emphasizing on book
reading and the importance of it in each of our lives. Different quotes on books have been shared.
Moving on, introduction to different genres – horror, mystery, adventure etc. was provided by the team.
In addition, students dressed up as few horror characters and shared a dialogue from their respective
story characters. Books are not only about stories but also about poems, students shared their thoughts
on poems. Hopping to other language literatures like Tamil and Sanskrit was presented. Assembly
concluded with a vote of thanks, thanking Principal, teachers, parents and students. Lockdown did not
stop us from anything, we presented a dynamic and informative assembly.
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6C

movies

This year, my class’ assembly topic was Movies. We covered Factoid, Movie Reviews, Quiz, Skit, Speech,
Thought for the Day, Vote of Thanks and even a Music Instrumental. We used several innovative
presentation styles. In the quiz, we acted out movie scenes for the audience to guess. In the skit, we took
inspiration from Shikari Shambu and wrote a script for a play called ‘Bob Stokes and the Accidental
Murder’, and it was about a detective who solves crimes by accident. It was great fun recording the videos
and writing the script with my friends, and it was enjoyable to watch the assembly afterwards.
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6D

cartoons
I always wondered, how would an assembly be for each class during online schooling. We were excited
to know that our topic would be ‘Cartoons’.
My friends scripted a creative skit on Mr. Bean. We added effects and animation during video editing.
From a speech on Walt Disney to a thought and other segments, we enjoyed working together. All of
us worked hard to balance studies and pitching in to complete the assembly. The experience of virtual
assembly has given a unique experience and exposure.
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7A

food
First come the MC’s, all of three,
Who’re a major factor of our performance,
Here come the factoids who don’t
educate us on jelly,
Food, food, food the topic of our assembly,
And magnificent speeches of
Grade 7A is putting up a show,
various assortments,
Can someone put up something as great possibly,
Everything’s out of our mouth with a flow,
Skits are here! Enjoy the visual party!
We are presenting all about eatables . . ..
Let’s hope our food is not so salty,
Don’t complain and have your vegetables,
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7A
Whistle your favorite tune,
because here come the songs,
Learn all of the cuisines soon
Or I’ll start hitting gongs

Some dishes might water our tongues,
Boy, you have to control yourself
When some may go through your lungs
I wonder if I can control myself

Now dear, don’t hesitate,
The quizmasters won’t twist your brain
The dancers are participating
Very nicely

It’s time to wrap up the day
With some crazy food words
And hope we don’t jump to may
let’s wrap up school with singing birds
113

7B

art
Finally, the event that most of us were eagerly waiting for, came – our assembly. We all were very excited.
Our topic was- Art. Though, this time it was different. We were assigned roles to do the assembly, that is
from the script writer of the story to the MC, whoever wanted to participate were given roles. And being
the first time doing it online, it was a new, but exhilarating experience. We all loved each part of it. This
also helped us build stronger bonds of friendship, which was lacking in this online platform.
Our binding force was our teachers, and we all were (and are) very grateful for that. We could not have
done it without their support, right from our class teacher to the IT Support.
We all thoroughly enjoyed this year with a lot of events that lifted our moods, and are looking forward
to an even greater one this time!!
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7C

music
Music – a path for relaxation for many during these lockdown times was taken as the theme for our class
assembly. The theme music gave a soul to the assembly, wings to our mind, and flight to our imagination
that helped us accomplish in bringing to you digitally our assembly with positive vibes, medical facts,
a play to depict a moral, and a quiz about background scores to conclude with. The main components
of our assembly, the dialogue about ragas’ impact on our day-to-day life was highly informative and
appreciable. Music has no genre – The topic for discussion introduced vital facts about the same.
A skit focusing on search for talent and the never-ending boundary of music, portrayed moral skills
like treat everyone equally and don’t judge people by their physical attributes. Our quiz event was on
guessing various jingles and title tracks.
Our classmates also put up guessing the ragas as a interactive session. Impact of music on emotions
were informative and interesting too. We thank our teachers, principal for the opportunity rendered to
replenish the virtual assembly.
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8A

laughter
We, the students of grade 8A put up our very first digital assembly on 17.10.2020. Our assembly was
centred on the theme “Laughter – The Best Medicine”. In line with this theme, we had some ribtickling performances including a one comedy act and different types of laughter. We shared names and
interesting details of local and global stand-up comedians. With engaging events like Screen It, a game
that we planned and executed themselves, we are sure we had the audience glued to their seats. Our
friends brough forth their artistic talents with creative caricatures, cartoons and comic strips as well.
Although miles apart from each other, we planned the assembly and organised it, having fun all the way.
We hope we were able to pass on some laughter and cheer too!
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8B

games & sports
On October 18, we, the students of 8B organised our very first virtual assembly on the topic Games and
Sports: A Way of Life. Many of our chitchat sessions were adapted into assembly discussion conferences.
We conceived our own scripts with the help of our beloved teachers. Even in these challenging times, we
succeeded in creating a virtual assembly.
The topic of our assembly set the tone of our presentation that seemed to be very relatable and appropriate
given the uncertain situations. Sports and games are an essential part of our lives which not only keeps
us fit and healthy, but also builds inter-personal skills like team work, temperamental balance, empathy
and competitiveness. Our understanding from our assembly was that we work well as a team wherever
we might be. This is was quite different of an experience; nevertheless, we sailed smoothly through the
entire journey. Thanks to this assembly, we now know the prominence of games and sports in our life.
We are obliged to principal ma’am, who came up with innovative idea.
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9A

hope, not
cynicism

The students of Grade 9A were the first to present their class assembly in the new academic year;
however, this academic year was no usual year at all. Amidst the lockdown brought upon by the COVID-19
pandemic, the students had to adjust to online means to plan, rehearse, and present their performances.
The topic for the assembly was an apt one – ‘Hope not Cynicism’ – which sought to examine the different
perspectives and points of view of the pandemic. The message given by the students struck a clear tone.
They were urging us to remain hopeful and upbeat in such uncertain times. The message of choosing
rational hope over cynicism was built upon by a large skit that used its premise to present a debate on
hopeful and cynic outlooks. At the same time, it informed us of the very real challenges and setbacks
faced by many communities across the countries. The assembly ended on an encouraging note, with a
speech that urged the viewers to follow instructions given by experts while remaining calm and avoiding
the snatches of deterrent pessimism.
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9B

a borderless world
Our topic ‘A Borderless World’ brought forth a stream of creativity- the ideas would not stop coming!
Despite being in a completely foreign situation, each student persevered and contributed to ensure a good
show. The acts ranged from skit and comedy to debates, poems, speeches, and musical performances.
No two segments were alike, but they were all bound together in a cohesive narrative.
Every year we perform an assembly and have good fun doing it. This assembly, however, was special. It
was different, it was new, and it allowed us to view the whole program from a different perspective. The
premiere of the video of the assembly in the school’s online magazine was highly anticipated by all of
us. Watching our classmates was a welcome sight after months of separation and the assembly brought
back a feeling of familiarity in the then fledgling months of quarantine.
We collaborated, we adapted and most of all, we reconnected and functioned as one. We worked on
the idea of ‘A Borderless World’ and realised along the way that no border can block the fresh feeling of
camaraderie between classmates.
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10

positive effects of
social media
Despite our current situation, our school has been successfully hosting various memorable events on
the virtual platform. One such event is the noteworthy grade 10 virtual assembly which was featured on
the 8th of January, 2021. The theme of the assembly, “Positive Influence of Social Media”, was beautifully
portrayed through a captivating speech, enriching quiz, interesting factoid, amusing skit and a lively
band. The assembly started with a small yet humorous role-play presented by the MCs , their characters were
an old-fashioned grandmother, google assistant and a modern teenager, respectively. Followed by a meaningful
thought for the day, a speech and some very interesting factoids. Then came the much-awaited skit which
represented the theme of the assembly in a very entertaining and whimsical manner. Subsequently, we got to
participate in an enlightening quiz filled with interesting fun-facts about social media. Afterwards, we got to
watch the talented grade 10 band play the various ringtones of different phone brands. The assembly closed
with a vote of thanks. Overall, the entire assembly was a huge success and the audience was kept intrigued
every step of the way. The hard work put into the event really paid off and the 10th-grade students triumphantly
pulled off their first virtual assembly.
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12

prejudice in our
society
We had to decide what all of us would do and divide work amongst each other. It was quite a challenge
- thinking of an apt script for the entire assembly, deciding on the story of the skit, choosing a topic
for the debate, emceeing, singing songs that were covers and originals, choreographing the dances,
deciding on the sequencing of the programs, making art contributions, recording the videos from our
own houses and then finally putting it all together.
It was a very new experience to have an online assembly. It was so different from when we had assemblies
in school. We would sit in groups, plan things out, and practice extensively to do our best on the final
day. But now that we had an online assembly, we had to record videos of ourselves and re-record them
over and over again whenever we made a mistake. All of us split up in different groups for different
programs, discussed and did the best we could from home. We had to be extremely patient throughout
the entire process. All in all, it was a good experience. We got the opportunity to organize our class
assembly even in the middle of a pandemic, when everything had come to a standstill. It is definitely one
of those experiences which we would look back on years later and remember forever.
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Mandala art by Aditi Srikanth, Grade 11
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ENGAGING
ACTIVITIES
How NPSIC kept
learning fun,
curious and exciting
through 2020
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grade
4-5

Across the Globe
Across the Globe program was a novel experiment
planned and executed meticulously for the students of
grades 4 and 5. The idea behind the platform was for guest
speakers to connect with our inquisitive minds and give
a ringside view of the culture, economy, and lifestyle of
different countries. Simply put we get to travel to different
countries from the comfort of our living rooms.
Ms. Shreya Bharath from Cameroon, Ms.Roshni Thomson
from Switzerland, Mr.Tom Manoj from Canada and
Ms.Malaa from California showcased their places with
PPTs and photos about the place, its history, culture,
tourist spots and much more. They also shared anecdotes
and answered a volley of questions from the enthusiastic
students. The guest speakers had taken time out of their
schedule to prepare the presentations and come live on
camera. Through these four days our students gained a
wealth of knowledge about different places and created
awareness to open their minds to being global citizens.
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grade
4-8

Booklovers
Conference
The Book Lovers’ Conference was conceived with a
mission to inculcate the joy of reading among students.
It was held as a panel discussion with three rounds of
Introduction, discussion and analysis. The young readers
spoke with passion and love for their selected books. We
were able to appreciate how they connected, empathized
and understood the plot while they defended the actions
of the book characters to their peers. This event also saw
the perks of constructive suggestions between the young
readers. Many of them at the end of it were thrilled to
move on to reading a new genre or books of a new author
based on the input given during the conference. The
magical journey into the world of books ended with a
promise of more reading and happy memories.
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grade
3-7

COOKERY
Our students donned the Chef’s hat as they
tried their hands at some delicious dishes
and snacks. Whether they chose to make a
sweetened rice flakes or a cupcake with Marie
biscuit to a rainbow Russian salad, the motto
was the same “Eat Healthy, Live Healthy”.
These
dishes based on simple recipes
motivated the children to prepare some
mouth-watering healthy snacks for their
family. It was a joy to watch them prepare
these dishes with enthusiasm and then share
it with their siblings and family.
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grade
4-5

Storyweaver
Every year, the students of grades 4 and 5
embarked on their journey of story writing.
But unlike previous years, this year they
explored a new avenue to give shape to their
story - StoryWeaver, an open-source platform
for creating multilingual children’s books. We
began with familiarising the students with
the cornerstones of story writing - selecting
a genre, framing sentences, deciding the
characters, developing the plot, to name a few.
A session was conducted to help them navigate
the StoryWeaver platform by Pratham
Books. The students were quick to acquaint
themselves with the platform. Children found
pooling pictures to illustrate their story to be
the most joyful part of the entire process.
Some of the students went a step ahead by
creating illustrations of their own. The entire
process culminated with students coming out
with their digital illustrated story book.
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grade
3-7

Celebrating
Ramanujam
In memory of the great Mathematician,
Srinivasa Ramanujan, we had special
sessions for students from grades 1 to
8. Videos on his early life and passion
for Math were played along with fun
activities including Pixel Art and Math
based treasure hunts were shared with
the children. The sessions were a true
tribute to the ingenious Mathematician.
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grade
3-7

Mathomagic
In an effort to provide our students with
practical knowledge and a positive and lasting
impact while learning Mathematics, we
introduced Math-O-Magic, a series of short
and stimulating Math activities.
A potpourri of mind-expanding puzzles and
activities were worked out with students of
grades 4 – 8. They were aimed at honing their
logical, geometrical, mathematical and verbal
skills, while building on concepts and skills
that were already learnt and enhance their
competence and confidence in the subject.
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grade
1-8

Karthigai
This year ‘Karthigai Deepam’ celebration
witnessed children from grade 1 to 8 trying
their hand at Diya painting. The Diyas were
painted with a brilliant base of uniform colour
in bold red, green, blue, yellow and gold. The
younger children elegantly placed a few dots to
add beauty to the lamp.
The older children worked with endearing deft
hands creating eye catching intricate designs
on the painted Diyas. Glass beads from old
dresses, sticker bindis available from home,
coloured stones from old artefacts–all of this
found a place with interesting shape and design
on the lamps.
With all the limitations we faced this year, these
beautiful lamps painted by our children would
glow with glitter and joy in our homes on the
special day of ‘Karthigai Deepam’

Krishna
Janmashtami
Krishna Janmashtami was the first celebration for our young ones in Early
Learning and Early Primary. Our little ones dressed up as one of the characters
from the tales of Krishna. It was delightful to see little Krishna, Radha, Yashoda
and Balaram posing with their innocent smiles. We were ecstatic to witness their
creativity. From old dhoties used to stitch their costume to attractive props and
accessories like paper jewellery, they really pushed the bar. It was a wonderful
experience to see cheerful poses and radiant smiles.
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grade
3-7

Navrathri
Our Primary Years indulged in Navrathri celebrations in various ways. As a
commitment to imparting holistic education, children were imparted values by
sharing the story behind Navrathri.
The victory of good over evil and the diverse ways in which it is celebrated across
India was effectively established through pictures and narrations. Children were
in awe and admiration to know the ethnic and cultural variety in the country they
belonged to.
As a school which believes in making the best out of waste, we assisted the
children in creating beautiful décor from waste. Under the effective guidance of
the art faculty, students of Grade 1 and 2 made Tablas with coconut shell, Grade 3
used coconut shells and atta dough to make dolls while Grades 4 and 5 made dolls
with empty sanitiser and shampoo bottles and atta dough. Students of grades
3-5 sang some melodious songs in recognition of this iconic festival. Our senior
students engaged in newspaper art, creating attractive home décor items using
newspaper. It was indeed a relaxing time for them as they chatted with each other
while working with newspapers, giving them a new lease of life.
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grade
1-5

Science Activity
The children of primary years journeyed through the wonders of science with
simple home made experiments and models.
A simple yet profound experiment from Sir Isaac Newton of how white colour
is being made of 7 different colours was done with great enthusiasm by grade 1
Children through the Spin Wheel activity. Our young scientists of grade 2 learnt
and revelled the beauty of science in front of their eyes as they saw the dazzling
bright colour of the Jelly fish (under their flash lights) in the bottle activity.
Grade 3 Children made a loop glider adorned with colourful papers and flying it
at home realising in a much fun way that science is all around us at all times.
Children of grade 4 learnt the concept of surface tension with a simple, fun yet
scientific Catapult using scale, rubber band, newspaper and spoons.
With easily available items like handkerchief, paper, string, pencil, the grade 5
children set sail a Paper Parachute conceptualising and understanding the theory
of air resistance behind it.
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grade
2

QuizYourFriends
‘Quiz your friends’, an exclusive program for grade
2 saw participants displaying great enthusiasm to
know each other. This fun time saw the students
exchange jokes and pose riddles to their peers. The
session ranged for twenty minutes over a period of
four days brought immense delight to the children.
The extent of knowledge displayed was admirable
and enlightening.

?!

??
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grade
7-8

Fun Day
We organised Fun Saturday for the students of
grades 7 and 8. The day witnessed the students
indulge their grey cells in events across cyber,
literary, science and math.
Teachers welcomed all the children into their
respective teams with wide smiles on Saturday
Morning. After sharing basic instructions,
students proceeded to their channels. From
positive poems to math treasure hunts and
digital posters, the middle schoolers applied
their skills and explored the depths of their
creativity.
The day was truly energising and exciting with
students picking up new skills and pushing their
own boundaries.
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grade
2

Videoediting
A welcome break from academics, the Video
Editing workshop for students of Grade 8 saw
the children familiarise themselves with online
tools and software to edit videos. Mr. Ajay
Chandran, a filmographer and faculty with St.
Joseph’s college, Bangalore, introduced the Kden
Live software to edit and recreate videos using
four pre-shot scenes. Some of the tools included
the snip, insert and separation of audio and
video tracks. The invigorating session ended
with a discussion between Mr. Ajay Chandran
and the students on the other available software
and debating their merits and demerits. The
children showed great enthusiasm and looked
forward to shooting, editing and publishing
their own videos.

135

grade
3-5

Welcome Home
We ran a unique initiative titled Welcome Home, offering our children an
opportunity to share from a distance, the culture and environment they are in.
From a farmhouse in Pondicherry and nutmeg plantation in Kerala to coin, toy
and cube collections and live Kaju Katli and tamarind ginger chutney making
sessions, our children welcomed their teachers and peers into their homes.
For those children who did not travel from home, excitement and enthusiasm
continued as they showcased their collection of stamps, coins, inland letters,
different types of cubes, Lego collections, shell collections and also medicinal
plants grown in limited spaces of their balcony gardens. It was delightful to see
our children play hosts and welcome all of us with warmth.
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Meadows painted by K Keerthana, Grade 5C
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OUTREACH
PROGRAMMES
Real world
connections for
our children
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Engaging with
ANAND SIR
The students of grades 9 to 12 had an invigorating
session with Mr Anand Mathew Kurien who
covered Physics and Science related concepts and
connected them to real life. From the little acts
of OCD that people exhibit in life to selecting the
seat of the bus that would be most comfortable,
Mr Anand offered a fantastic perspective into the
ubiquitous nature of science.
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Talking with
Mr Mohan &
Ms Deepalakshmi
We had two environmentalists Mr. Mohan and Ms Deepalakshmi engage
with our students in an enlightening session. They spoke about their
team green 1000 days and how they walked the path in accomplishing
their mission, Dr Kalam’s Vision 2020.
The highlights of the talk were the ‘Plantation drive’ by the Team green
1000 Days, maintenance of saplings etc., on the environmental front and
their contributions to the society, for the welfare of the downtrodden
and the women upliftment.
The session was instrumental in creating social and environmental
awareness among our students.
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interacting with

SUDHA MURTY
Select students from grades 4 and 5 had the opportunity
to participate in a session with the prolific children’s book
writer and recipient of several awards. Mrs Murthy’s latest
books on her pet Gopi have drawn large crowds. Our
students had the unique opportunity of listening to her talk
about her book and some even posed questions to her.
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about studies abroad with

Vedant Paul Mogha
As a student of engineering in a French University, Vedant was invited to
shed some light on life as a student abroad. Vedant walked us through the
opportunities available for higher studies as well as the various challenges
he faced as a student in a foreign country. The question answer session
helped students gain greater clarity on their future prospects in France.
Vedant was able to identify with the anxieties and interests of our students
thus leaving them with another avenue that they may explore to their
advantage.
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Going deeper with
Talks with Parents
We kicked off Parent Connect with much fanfare. Our ever-willing parents
came in and engaged in interesting sessions with our students. For middle
school, we had talks ranging from history to art and culinary skills that
witnessed all our children participating with enthusiasm. These sessions
were a welcome break for our students as they listened to the speakers and
engaged with them wholeheartedly.
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Looking at what is important
Wellness Series
With the mental wellbeing of our students in focus, we had an expert,
Ms Pooja Praful an experienced counsellor and psychologist, take
several sessions to engage our children with mindfulness. Games, light
conversations and a narration of her own feelings set the tone and
encouraged students to communicate, share and connect.
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King Aslan painted by Hana Dilshad, Grade 1A
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COMPETITIONS

147

In-House Events
The primary function of a school is to ensure an all-round development of its student community. At NPSI Chennai, we focused on
holding virtual events despite the change in the mode of conduction. This academic year saw many students participate in various
in-house events to unravel their interests and skills. The strength
of our students was shining through, persevering even in times of
uncertainty with their undying fuel of passion and dedication in
presenting performances in co-curricular events.
We conducted a range of competitions covering different skills and
talents. From Poetry and Creative writing in English and other languages to JAM and Elocution, competitions tested students’ verbal
and written skills. A range of music and dance competitions saw the
children share videos of themselves performing in complete earnest. Animation and art competitions gave them an opportunity to
exhibit their artistic, creative and digital skills. We held the NPSIC MUN for the first time ever which saw delegates from different countries come together to debate, brainstorm and collaborate
on global issues. These events promote empathy, communication
skills and creativity among children and grow to be a larger part of
what defines them as adults.
Over 1000 certificates were distributed to students to recognise and
reward their performances across competitions this year.
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Interschool Competitions
Winning doesn’t always mean being first.
Winning means you’re doing better than
you’ve ever done before.”
With online being the new trend in all aspects of school life, be it
teaching-learning, assessments or events, the inter school competitions, which are an integral part of school life, also saw a change,
with schools adapting to the new method of virtual competitions.
Our students did not let this deter them and adjusted well to the
new change. They prepared zealously to excel in the respective
events and the belief that determination and commitment brings
accomplishment and success helped them to prove their mettle and
win accolades through their performance in various competitions
held through the year.
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Interschool Awards
Month

August

Nov

Novr

Dec

Dec
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Competition Organised by

Sulakshya

Kalanubhavam

Odyssey

Tarang

Khoj

PSBB Millenium

NPSG

NPS HSR

PSBB

NPS K

Prizes won
Names of the
students

Grade

M Avanish

6A

R Shivani

6D

Manasa K

Category

Prize

Quiz

Second

10

Choregraphy

Third

Asmita A

9B

Literature

First

V Surya

9A

Journalism

First

R Vikram Viswanath

9A

Neeraj R Variar

10B

T Sharvessh

11

Pranav Krishna

11

Short Film
Making

Second

Leandra Bensam

12

Rakshan P

12

Prusha Bhat

12

Pranav Krishna

11

Vadlamani Akhilesh

11

Shark Tank

Second

Abhimanyu Pant

9A

Adit Bansal

9B

Criza

First

Parth Jaju

10A

Ingenium

c

NPSIC MUN
Awards
MUN

Month Names of
students

Grade Awards

APL

July

Parth Jaju

10

Verbal Mention

CHSV

July

Navitha Manivannan

10

Best Debutant Delegate

Rakshan P

12

Verbal Mention

10
10

Verbal Mention
High Commendation

South Asian

Sep

Dev Narayan
Parth Jaju

Minerva

Sep

Pranav Krishna -

11

Head of conference and
guest delegate- got high
commendation (ICPNT)

Rakshan P

12

Best Delegate (ICPNT)

Karan Nair

10

Best Delegate (UNHRC)

Tarashree

10

Best Delegate(UNW

Neeraj Variar

10

Best Delegate (SPECPOL)

Parth Jaju

10

High Commendation(UNHRC)

Abhinav Karthik and

10

Special Mention (UNHRC)

Tia Raj

10

Verbal Mention (UNW)

Pravin D Christopher

10

Verbal Mention (UNHRC)

VS Tharun

10

Verbal Mention (ICPNT)

Navitha Manivannan

10

Verbal Mention (UNHRC)

Joshith Bysani
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Horse, pastel art by Meera Prasanna, Grade 9
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ACHIEVEMENTS
Students share their
personal goals,
achievements
and interests!
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157

158
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GRADE 10 RESULTS
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Nisha

Reshma

Ishanika Radder
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GRADE 12 RESULTS

162

Janani Maanasa

Nikhil

Sandhyaa
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Meadows painted by Amirtha Vijayarankan, Grade 9
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REFLECTIONS
&
FEEDBACK
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OUR ALUMNI REMINISCENCE

“

Apart from the obvious reason of attendance
and my peers, I enjoyed the opportunities I was
given in this school. I found myself in a position
of pressure like every other 10th grader. Even
though I felt like I was drowning, the teachers
around me knew how to bring out the best in

Samyuktha Ajay,
Batch of 2019-20
(ICSE)

me. If not bringing out the best performance, at
least the confidence to attempt at making a good
performance. NPSI was able to understand my
potential of being bold and right under my nose
I was able to hone skills of team cooperation and
leadership.

An advantage of being at NPSI is being able to know almost everyone at the school. In a year, one
would be waved to by the Montessori and smiled at by the staff. These tiny connections made it
sweeter of an experience.
To those reading this, I suggest taking up new adventures. Even if it makes you look like a fool.
Enter competitions not in the spirits of winning but to expand your world. For all you know
you might find a liking to something or the right calling in the process. Enough to stir up a new
hobby.
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“

I was pleasantly surprised when I received the
mail from the school regarding the alumni
feedback. Suddenly so many memories came
back into my mind. The morning assemblies,
the classrooms, the hallways, my teachers and
friends. And I remember the enthusiasm I used
to wake up with every day; never, in those 3

Reshma Rose
Girish, Bat
ch of
2019-20 (IC
SE)

years I studied there, have I felt a lethargy
towards going to school. Looking back now, I
can see the way NPSI has changed me for the
better, be it in academics, or my personality.
Not a day passes without remembering those

fun-filled days at NPSI. As a new admission from a CBSE school, I was immensely helped by the
personal attention given by the teachers; the transition was quite smooth. The teachers made
sure that I was well equipped to face the 10th standard board exams and I am thankful for that.
NPSI gave me wings to reach out, reach high and reach beyond.

“

NPS Chennai has played a very important role in my
life. I spent nearly 5 years In this school (2015-2020)
and have unforgettable memories. The teachers were
the roots of my success and I am grateful for all the
support given by them. My classmates were really
competitive and that made me more focused. The
tenth grade teachers supported me a lot by clarifying
my doubts and giving pactice papers. This helped me

Vineeth Krishna
Karthikeyan,
Batch of 2019-20
(ICSE)

to secure 96.5 % in class 10 board examination. In a
nutshell, this school will hold a special place in my
heart forever and I hope to visit that school again.
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“

As an alumnus of NPS International school
Chennai, I can proudly say that I got the basics
right and strong by studying in NPSI.
NPSI has done a commendable job in nurturing
every student by giving importance to the value
system, making us understand the importance of
inclusiveness besides Education & Extracurricular
activity.
I cherish every day spent in NPSI. I have started
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realizing the impact this wonderful school
created on me the moment when I stepped into
undergraduate with full of confidence.
NPSI taught me to how to think differently and
enhance the overall ambiance of my college classes
positively. I wish NPSI to churn many outstanding

“

students every year and make you very proud

NPS institution nurtured me with care.The
faculty support was over and beyond limits with
strong intention to mould me to perfection.The
knowledge and transformation I had with this
school is the reason for my success. It was an
exciting and fun filled journey in this school.
Thanks for this opportunity,to express my
gratitude towards the school.
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Vishaal Kumar,
Batch of 2019-20
(ICSE)

“

Having been in this school for over 5 years,
I truly share a strong affiliation to the
innumerable memories and values that
I have picked up in my time here. NPS
undoubtedly provides a fostering and safe
environment to inculcate vast amounts of

Rhea At
tokaran
,
Batch o
f 201920
(ISC)

knowledge and actively strive for our goals
and dreams.
Each and every teacher who has taught me throughout the years left me satisfied ,making
the subjects even more interesting, and has motivated me in one way or another. Moreover,
the countless friends that I’ve met here has made my time in NPS even more gratifying and
memorable.The principal of our school, Mrs.Sudha Balan, filled with wisdom, passion and
perfection, holds together the school elegantly and will indefinitely inspire me in all her ways.
These are the reasons, including my friends ,the teachers, the principal, the various occasions and
the delightful campus that left me excited and wanting to come to school everyday. This school
has provided for me a myriad of rewarding experiences that have all helped me to become the
person I am today. From emceeing in the annual day functions to experimenting in the science
lab and the fun times I had during lunch breaks with my friends to acting out a scene from
Shakespeare plays , the memories I have made here will always hold a special place in my heart.
Without a doubt, NPS International School Chennai has pushed me to reach out, reach high and
reach beyond!
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OUR TEACHERS’ REFLECTIONS
Mind Your Mind
We, fellow humans, are god’s unique creation. In what way, you ask?
We possess a special instrument, which is capable of turning a beautiful life into
that of misery and a miserable life into that of ‘Awe’. We live in our ‘minds’ first,
only then we live in our reality. Have we ever quietened ourselves to watch as a
distant spectator how often our minds drive the whole picture of our lives by
hypnotically making us succumb to its monkey tendencies?
Yes, to have a successful, peaceful, happy, content life, one must periodically
observe & train the mind. After recognising that the mind is, in fact, just an
instrument or tool, we can fine-tune it towards the pattern of life we would
like to live by perfectly mounting ourselves upon it’s divine saddle and wisely
manipulating its reins.
I am training my mind to see fulfilment in the smallest of things, at the same
time, gratitude in everything I associate myself with. Just like Thomas Edison
who said, “I have not failed, I’ve just found 10, 000 ways that won’t work”, upon
finding light bulbs, I also noticed a common factor in all of my failed attempts
to master my mind; the wants. Wants trick the mind to side it. When a battle
begins between deep-rooted wants and reality-backed values, we feel conflicted.
Whichever wins, prevails. The only difference between the strong forces is that
values empower us in the long run and wants make us indulge in an endless
supply of short-lived pleasures.
Self-introspection reveals the existing patterns in which our mind works. By
being accommodative and understanding of our wants, we can consciously
prioritize them according to our priorities. My countless errors have taught me
that the balance of power between wants and values can be struck only by having
a positive yet realistic outlook on life.
By RL Priya,
Faculty - Humanities and Commerce
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From Brick to a Click
My love for teaching manifested itself quite early in my childhood and on
finishing college, I knew what I wanted to be. A decade later, I knew firmly that
I had, indeed, made the right career choice. How was I to know that March 2020
would wrest from me all that I had taken for granted –the school building, the
welcoming classrooms, the smiling faces of my students, the interactions and
discussion that formed the crux of the classes and the varied verbal and nonverbal
activities that ensured their rapt attention.
The global pandemic brought to an abrupt halt to the academic year. The sudden
lockdown required us to stop all school activities. And a couple of months later,
there seemed to be no respite. My heart missed a beat as I was informed that
teaching would go online. I was dumbstruck even as others around me debated the
merits of Zoom, Google Meet and Microsoft Teams. I was unsure of my computer
skills – of course I knew how to use the basic tools – Internet, Google, Word,
PowerPoint and Excel but teaching online was not something I ever anticipated.
As we sat down the first time with the online platform, it was a tall ask. Yet, with
the best possible support from my school and my family, I laboured through and
soon in a few weeks’ time, felt at ease… to click.
With trepidation, I sat down for my first class. Would my students respond? How
do I teach? … PowerPoint presentations were the order of the day and I began my
class…. within an hour it was over… I sighed with relief. Soon one class turned to
two, three… my life as an online teacher took form and I, well, I just forged ahead
happy to have undertaken the task of virtual teaching, unaware of the various
twists and turns that lay ahead.
As each week and month passed, new challenges lay before me – assignments,
homework, online tests, activities, to name a few. At the completion of each one
of these trials, I felt I had crossed a milestone feeling more and more at ease with
handling situations online. This is indeed a testimonial to the collective support
and care received. Classes manifested themselves as discussions, activities,
quizzes and the various online tools like the Padlet and break-out rooms served
me well. With cameras turned on, I began to connect with my students.
Today, as we end the academic year, I feel like a more accomplished person. My
heart longs for school and my students; yet, truth be told, I am equally at ease
being an online teacher. This year has been one wonderful ride and we continue….
Ms Vilasini Jeyavijayan,
Faculty - Science
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Care in times of Covid
The COVID-19 pandemic gripped our nation a year ago, and with little preparation
we were bunkered with family and friends until further notice. The pandemic
changed reality, both virtual and physical, as we know it. Our mental and physical
health, both became our priority and highlight of our everyday lives. This year
has made us truly believe in our strengths to adapt and stay resilient to every
uncertain change in the environment we were exposed to.
While it seemed very difficult and challenging in the beginning, we were getting
back to reconnecting with our space at home as well as knitting the family unit.
This involved adapting to smaller spaces for physical activities, cutting down
on junk food, setting our sleep schedule back on track, and perhaps, most
importantly, transitioning into an online learning platform. With online school
came online co-curricular work, and this stands as testimony to our innovative
abilities.
The norm of lockdown also brought with it limited privacy, with more and more
of us enclosed in spaces juggling work and classes, socializing and eventually an
increased level of engagement with social media and video games. This raises
an alarm about cyber safety; whether we use it while comprehending the risks
associated with an online footprint.
The new normal required a metamorphosis in lifestyle – one that is defined by
importance to family engagement sessions, exploring the plethora of hobbies
and interests one holds, experiencing the challenge in shifting comfort zones,
delving into reading, or gardening etc.
The question of the year has been around nurturing one’s mental health among
what seemed like wildcard rounds of a virus charging against the world. It is
pertinent to put yourself in context of your surroundings and letting yourself
feel emotions, and more importantly learning to express it. Through the course
of COVID-19 pandemic, many of us might have sensed the need to approach a
professional even though things seem manageable. But taking the first step and
talking to a professional can help you navigate tough waters with ease, knowing
that you are never alone in your journey.
Ms Sreedevi K and Ms Aishwarya Rangarajan, Pastoral Care Coordinators
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Newspapers
Our country India holds the record for maximum number of newspapers- a mind
boggling one lakh, in different languages.
No wonder that a newspaper from India, The Dainik Bhaskar founded in 1948 is
currently ranked number 8 in the list of top 10 newspapers in the world.
Yet how many of us have a habit of reading newspapers? A common definition
of newspaper is a sheaf of papers that can bring all that is happening 360 degrees
around you.
Many consider the Tang dynasty to have created the crudest form of newspaper
around 618 AD to 906 AD, but historians agree that the first newspaper was
published in 1605 in Germany. With the invention of the printing press, the
newspaper industry flourished across the world, bringing changes globally and
fitting the adage “The pen is mightier than the sword”. Coming to our own country,
in 1780, the first newsprint that was made in India, Hicky’s Bengal Gazette, was
published by, James Augustus Hicky . He used it as a means to criticize the British
rule through journalism. During our freedom struggle newspapers have played a
vital role in gaining independence from the British.
And it is no different now. Newspapers still challenge our leaders through
cartoons and satirical editorials. Because of this, it is also said to help build
vocabulary of people from all ages. It enhances concentration and patience of the
reader. The information thus gathered brings in awareness on a range of issues
that can help one in all discussions. Newspapers are simple tools to improve
comprehension skills of students and people from all walks of life. They have
something for everyone-The cartoons, Sudoku and puzzles make our brains relax
or work actively.
While we have e-papers and news on TV too, in my opinion, newspapers are
easier and engrossing to engage in. The nostalgic element of seeing family
members read newspapers in the morning with a cup of coffee just reinforces
why newspapers are definitely far superior to other forms of media.

Ms Arthi Muralidharan,
Faculty - English
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OUR PARENTS’ FEEDBACK

Deepa Srinath,
parent of Shravan Srinath,
Grade 4

I have always believed that education is not something that forces a student to
just learn the curriculum but something that enables a child to develop an allround personality. Based on my son’s experience with NPSI over the years from
Mont fresher to 4th grade, I am quite sure that this is exactly where NPSI keeps
its focus on. When my son was a part of Montessori program I had the opportunity to observe the pedagogy. What I observed there could be anybody’s envy.
I was watching how relaxed and happy the kids were and at the same time they
were learning too. The focus on holistic learning continued even after he graduated from Montessori. Initiatives like home reading program, SaPa and SUPW
stand testimony to NPSI’s focus on holistic learning. I always found his teachers
to be very cordial and they sure alleviated any anxieties we had. During this academic year when a raging pandemic turned school to Virtual, NPSI effectively
utilised the technology tools. The presentation materials that are used in the
class are of top quality. I got really impressed with the numerous illustrations and
the context provided by the teachers to make the students understand a given
concept before training them to apply the concepts. So when my daughter grew
up to the school going age, the decision to choose the right school for her turned
out to be a no-brainer. Yes we chose NPSI.
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Vivek Gautam,
Parent of Darsh Gautam,
grade 5a

When the academic session began with various restrictions by government and
civic bodies, nobody could have imagined how the coming year would unfold.
It has been a steep learning curve, peppered with unfamiliar experiences for all,
but it’s equally heartening to note how we have learned and evolved from these
experiences.
For students and their parents, the foremost concern was a perceived lack of rigor while adapting to digital modes of learning. Other equally important concerns
were losing peer level interactions, lack of physical activity and most importantly
prolonged screen time - which under normal circumstances parents seek to limit.
For teachers and school administration though, challenges were even bigger and
manifold. Quickly identifying a fit-for-use digital collaboration and learning platform, learning to be proficient in using online tools, troubleshooting in quick
time to ensure a seamless learning experience was the first and foremost step
towards this long and arduous journey.
Pacing of sessions, with just the right duration of breaks between sessions ensured that students’ attention span, break from continuous screen exposure, and
time to refresh and recharge was always taken into consideration.
Apart from the academic curriculum, extra curricular activities including music,
arts and physical activities were also conducted which ensured that the learning
experience on digital media never became monotonous for students.
No amount of appreciation is enough for the entire teaching community, staff
and school administration at NPSI Chennai who have worked tirelessly not just
online, but also behind the scenes to ensure they continue to uphold their highest standards in unprecedented difficult times.
As we conclude the current academic year and eagerly await re-opening of schools
with due safety, these are experiences that we will forever remember and cherish
with fondness.
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Ramanathan. K,
Parent of Vikram Viswanath
Grade 9A
In our experience for the past 5+ years, we have found NPSI
to be one of the high-quality schools in the South-Chennai
area with highly qualified teachers. Very organized with clear
communication as and when needed. Some of the events like Young Author day and Young
Entrepreneur day are very unique and help to expose the skills which otherwise might have
gone unnoticed in the kids. The other extracurricular activities organized are also top-notch
and the annual and sports day events conducted are well organized and always finish on time.
With the continuity in teaching staff (unlike other schools in the area), we feel the connect
with the school and would cherish the moments forever. Teachers are the strength of this
school and I would recommend this school any day to any of my friends and acquaintances.

Nataraj Arun &
Geetha Thothathiri
P/o Rathishree.N &
Dhritishree.N

It gives me immense satisfaction and confidence that my daughters are studying
in NPS international Perumbakkam. Even during tough times the management
has ensured a smooth and methodical online teaching to make the children
comfortable and teach them. I would like to appreciate the effort of the teachers
who have kept the kids engaged and brought out the best of them. My younger
daughter is in junior Montessori and enjoys her daily sessions and participates in
activities. My elder daughter studying in 8 grade is on her own attending classes,
theatre, working on science projects etc..
Sincere thanks to all teachers and management for well coordinated functioning
of online schooling.
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Janani Harish,
Parent of Aditya H Iyer
(Grade 12) and
Aakash H Iyer (Grade 11)

We have been privileged to be part of the NPS family.
The teachers and the learning environment foster the
best qualities in children while equipping them to step
out bravely after completing school. The balance between
the academic and the co-curricular activities, and the
friendliness that prevails in the classroom and in the
campus have made school a beautiful experience for the
children.
A special word of thanks to all the teaching, non teaching
and technical staff who have made the academic year even
during the pandemic possible, and for moving online to
the extent possible all those events and activities that
would have otherwise taken place in school.

Kaasi Meyyeppan and
Manjal Matha Meyyeppan,
Parents of Vishnuthii
Meyyeppan, Grade XII and
Aananthie Meyyeppan
Grade X
Our journey with NPSI started 7years ago when our girls Vishnuthii and Aananthie moved from CBSE
and now they are completing Grade 12 & 10 this year…. My memory is still fresh about the first day and it
goes with the saying “ First Impression is the best impression”. It was a punctual start in a well-established
infrastructure and amiable ambience without any flaw. We felt that reputation of the school is built not
only through academics but in terms of Sports, Cultural events, Theatrical performances, Class Assemblies
and various other programmes like Ganamrutham, Young Author’s Day, Akriti, plunge, Art Infinity, Career
Counselling, etc., They explored innovative ways of continuing these programmes virtually in 2020 facing
all the hurdles that this pandemic threw at all of us. Hats-off to the teachers and the support network to
maintain the momentum in this year as well who braved all the hardships and are still standing tall.
NPSI is home away from home for my girls. Both of us being working parents, we are thankful to the School
for the care given. We are proud to see our girls transformed to a Confident, Creative and Courageous girls
ready to face the next phase of life.
We are thankful to NPSI family under the steer of Mrs. Sudha Balan who is leading by example. Entire team
here is hand-picked and they teach beyond what is taught in the books. With their tireless efforts, they are
shaping the real NPSItes...Noble,

Campus.

Passionate, Self-Confident and Intellectual Children in the School
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Thank you!
To all members of NPS family;
students, staff and parents
for being on this journey together
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OPENS SOON...
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NPS International, Chennai
439, Cheran Nagar, Embassy Residency Campus
Adjacent to Gleneagles Global Health City,
Sholinganallur Medavakkam Link Road, Perumbakkam, Chennai – 600100
Tel: +91 44 28382016 | Mobile: +91 75500 01324
Contact us by email
School : npsomr@gmail.com
Student admissions : npsomradm15@gmail.com
Career : npsomrhr@gmail.com
Parents : admin@npsinternationalchennai.com

